The Omnivore’s Dilemma Essay

Directions. Write an essay on the following topic. You must brainstorm before

you write a rough draft. Before the final draft, you must revise and edit your rough
draft.

Topic. Many people have disagreed about the cover of The Omnivore’s Dilemma
(Young Reader’s Edition). Some people like the cover; others do not think it really
conveys the central idea of the book. Write a persuasive essay arguing for or against
the cover.

Thesis statement. Choose one of the following thesis statements:

The cover, depicting a giant ear of corn, beautifully conveys the central idea of
Pollan’s book.

OR

The giant ear of corn on the cover does not adequately convey the central idea of
Pollan’s book.

Outline.

Introduction: begin with a hook: an interesting fact, quotation, comparison, or
anecdote; give background including the title and author; end your introduction
with one of the thesis statements above.

Body Paragraphs (2 or 3): In these paragraphs, discuss Pollan’s main ideas;
(Do they correspond with what is on the cover?) use evidence in the form of
summaries, paraphrases, and quotations from the text; if you choose the second
thesis statement, describe what you would put on the cover that better conveys
Pollan’s central idea. Devote one of your body paragraphs to limiting or qualifying
your claim. Here you acknowledge that the opposing side raises some valid points -
record these valid points and deal with them.

Conclusion. Reword your thesis statement. Summarize the main points you

made in the paper and say something pleasant about the book itself or refer back to
the hook.

Grading. You will be graded using the rubric on the next page. Your score will
count as a test grade.
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